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In the meantime, a few proposed solutions for what to do 
have been floating around, but it will likely be several years 
before any of them see fruition.

The first and most costly idea is to build a bridge over 
the landslide that could cost upwards of $20 million.

“That is frankly money we don’t have and I don’t think 
we can ever get,” Liu said. 

What’s more, wave erosion at the base of the cliffs 
means the land will continue to recede over the years, 
making for an unstable foundation.

The second idea is to re-route Paseo del Mar further 
inland through the White Point Nature Preserve. It too 
would be a costly undertaking, in at least the $5 million to 
$10 million range, Liu said.

“People don’t realize that Western Avenue below 25th 
Street is a canyon, so to cut westerly through the park is 
going to require a lot of grading.”

The Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy, which 
runs the nature preserve on undeveloped land owned 
by the City, isn’t fond of the idea. The preserve features 

It’s been weeks since approximately 600 feet of Paseo 
del Mar collapsed and slid into the Pacific Ocean, taking 
with them a bit of San Pedro heritage. Still stunned, and 
weary of winter rains, officials and residents are wondering 
what will become of the landslide already being dubbed 
Sunken City II.

“I guess the big question is what happens to the street,” 

says Doane Liu, chief of staff of the 15th Council District 
Office.

Typically, roads that succumb to landslides are repaired, 
replaced or abandoned. But before any options can be 
pursued, a team of geologists is at work conducting a 
six-month study to pin down the cause of the landslide. 
A preliminary report could be released in coming weeks. 

as if it were any other Saturday, walkers and joggers make their way west down 
Paseo del Mar, taking in the scenery and the ocean breeze. But where they would 
normally pass under palm trees revealing an expansive ocean view, an 8-foot 
chain-link fence halts them. It’s become quite an attraction. Like mourners paying 
their last respects, onlookers come and go throughout the day for a glimpse of 
the cavity beyond the fence that was until recently a beloved stretch of scenic 
highway. from the crater jets out the top of one of the palm trees, like a chimney 
still standing after a tornado has ripped through a neighborhood.

Special Report:  The Collapse
With 600 feet of Paseo del Mar now in the ocean, the question remains… what’s next?

by Megan Barnes

A lone palm tree, which has become a symbol of 
hope, sits on the edge of the cliff after the Paseo 
del Mar collapse. (photo by Johnny Kuhn)
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These photographs, taken from the Fort MacArthur military housing, show the beauty of the 
coastal drive in the “before” shot, and the dramatic aftermath of the Paseo del Mar landslide.  

(“before” photo by Julie Collins; “after” by Michelle Noble; submitted by Kate Sverkounova)

before
&

After
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walking trails, habitat restoration projects and a nature learning center.
“Certainly a road going though the nature preserve isn’t really compatible with the 

vision, the conservation values and the collective investments that have been made 
through the site,” says Executive Director Andrea Vona. “It just doesn’t seem to be a 
compatible alternative from our perspective.”

The nature preserve may gain direct access to the cliffs post the landslide.
The last option is to simply leave the road as two dead-ends.

nostalgia or necessity?
It may pain many San Pedrans to think of the road closure as permanent, but given 
the financial and physical realities, those long picturesque drives down Paseo del Mar 
from Western Avenue may be a thing of the past. It all comes down to whether or not 
reconnecting the road is deemed necessary.

“I’m devastated, but it is what it is,” says Peggy Lindquist, owner of The Corner 
Store. Business has been down 25 percent since Paseo del Mar was blocked off in 
September. The store has been a hub for community meetings since.

“I want to see the road open and I want to drive that drive. I just miss it.”
Some of her customers who live on side streets have been complaining about all the 

new traffic from drivers taking alternate routes. Some have a hard time backing out of 
their driveways in the mornings.

Conversely, many Paseo del Mar residents are enjoying the new found quiet. “I was 
talking to a lot of residents when I was down there and it seems there was kind of a 
consensus that a lot of folks just didn’t really want it rebuilt, that maybe this is mother 
nature’s way of saying a road doesn’t belong here,” says Congresswoman Janice Hahn.

People have gotten used to taking side streets and alternates. “Ok, it’s an extra five 
minutes of my life. So what?” said Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Councilmember Doug 
Epperhart. “I think honestly the biggest loss isn’t for vehicles, it’s for pedestrians.”

But others are concerned that keeping the road closed poses a problem for emergency 
response vehicles.

When Hahn toured the landslide area in November, she asked the fire department to 
assess the affect of the road closure on emergency response times. A quick answer was 
by a few minutes, she said. “If it comes back that it really is necessary for public safety, if 
there is a consensus that we need to rebuild that road, I would certainly look to see what 
kind of federal funding is available.”

Mother nature
Bruce Perry has been taking his geology classes to Paseo del Mar for the past 20 years. 
The California State University Long Beach lecturer wasn’t surprised by the landslide. 
“It’s important to understand the nature of that part of our coast because it does by nature 
crumble into the ocean,” he said. “That whole side of Palos Verdes Peninsula has a history 
of this type of slide action.”

Just look at the Portuguese Bend or nearby Sunken City, which he calls a “case study” 
for Paseo del Mar. “The rocks in that area are not well-cemented together, they tilt toward 
the ocean, so they’re predisposed to slide in that direction, and you have the wave erosion 
at the base of the cliffs, which reduces the strength of that whole area.”

Homes nearest to the landslide aren’t in any danger in the near future, Perry speculates, 
but the slide should be a wakeup call for all residents on the coast to be aware they are 
living in an area prone to landslides. Residents should be on the look out for long cracks in 
the ground, a sign that slumping is about to occur. Indeed, cracks that formed on Paseo del 
Mar during the summer were what prompted the City to start monitoring the area.

“To me, the bottom line is you might want to start backing people off. When people 
maybe are willing to sell and move to safer ground, maybe the county needs to step in and 
make that possible somehow, because it’s just hard to imagine that this won’t continue.”

The City won’t be making its next move until the geological study is complete, says 
L.A. Department of Public Works Spokesperson Richard E. Lee.

“Until the study is complete, a plan cannot be developed. The plan will be based upon 
feasibility, determined by the outcome of the geotechnical investigation, impacts to the 
area and community and cost.”

A status report released by the City in late December stated that geologists are nearly 
done completing the field work for the investigation. While a cause has not yet been 
determined, the slide area doesn’t seem to be spreading beyond the fencing, it stated.

“No additional ground cracks have been observed in the area outside of the fence 
around the landslide. This suggests that, at this time, the area outside of the fence is safe 
from the impacts of the landslide.”

Cracks inside the fence have widened by as much as two inches, the report said, but 
there has been no observable ground movement near homes closest to the slide.

Lee said as of now, it hasn’t been determined if a road can be rebuilt at all.
What to do with the landslide area will be one of the first issues the new 15th 

District Councilmember will deal with. Both candidates, Officer Joe Buscaino and 
Assemblymember Warren Furutani, say the best plan is to wait and see what the findings 
of the study are.

“I’m very anxious to hear what the geologists are going to say, but my main focus not 
only as a resident, but as a potential councilmember, is to ensure that the community is 
involved and timelines are set in the process,” Buscaino said. “What I don’t want it to be 
is a Sunken City West. As a police officer, I’ve experienced Sunken City as the sex, drugs, 
and rock and roll of the Point Fermin area.”

Furutani reiterated concerns about emergency vehicle response times. “My concern is 
making sure the community has real access to not only traffic, but particularly emergency 
vehicles,” he said. “It’s an area that’s going to be moving, a landslide area, so we have to 
look at it in terms of not just an immediate fix, but what’s the solution down the road 10 
years, 20 years and beyond.”

While public opinion on rebuilding the road might be a mixed bag, everyone agrees 
that the curious should keep out of the temporary fencing, especially with rains potentially 
triggering more sliding. 

At its December meeting, the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council passed a 
resolution expressing gratitude to the City and county for their response to the landslide. 
The council also requested a more in-depth investigation, specifically looking at hydrology.

In the meantime, San Pedrans will have to wait until the study is completed and keep 
their fingers crossed.

“For so many, this was a beautiful scenic road that I think everybody probably took for 
granted,” Hahn said. “It was a part of the fabric of the lives of so many in San Pedro and 
dare I say people from out of town. It’s devastating to think it’s completely gone.” spt

This photo of the Paseo del Mar stretch that slid into 
the ocean was taken in July 2011, around the time 
cracks were discovered. Will there be a bridge? A new 
route? Or two dead ends? Only time will tell.  
(photo by Betsy Zivkovic)


